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the late Mr. F. C. Macauley set an example which deserves imitation, for
there are no dates which genealogists and family historians find it so
difficult to ascertain as those concerning English people who were buried
on the continent. The inscriptions here published run from 1646 to
1839, when the cemetery was closed ; many of them relate to persons who
died at Pisa, Florence, Siena, and even places more distant. Those copied
from British and American tombs have already appeared in print in the
Miscellanea genealogica et heraldica ; but Mr. M. Carmichael, who writes
an appropriate introduction, has made the book complete by adding the
inscriptions on the graves of persons belonging to other nationalities, of
which there are many. T.

Professor Nils Eden's Grunderna for Karl X Gustafs an/all pd. Polen
(Stockholm: Kungl. Boktryckeriet, 1906) consists of an address delivered to
the Historical Congress at Lund (1905), which is now revised and printed
in the Journal of the Swedish Historical Society. By reason both of the
importance of the sequel in history and of the sane and scientific spirit
in which the subject is handled, it merits close attention.' Although the
author frankly admits that the motives which induced Charles X to
attack Poland in 1655 have not yet been made fully clear, he subjects
the theory hitherto accepted to a suggestive criticism based on independent
study of the relevant archives, and so depicts the political situation at the
time as greatly to facilitate a sound judgment of Charles's action. In an
age of general uncertainty, as he shows, the position and policy of Sweden,
a parvenu great power, were particularly indistinct. She had lately
failed {circa 1648) to induce the Polish Vasa to abandon for ever that
claim to the Swedish crown which had long set up a state of war between
the two nations. Yet Poland was in such confusion that, at the same
time and subsequently, ideas of armed intervention, to frustrate the inter-
vention of other powers and to guard their own Baltic provinces against
contagion, had presented themselves to the government of Sweden. Thus
in 1654 Charles came to the throne, a somewhat inscrutable statesman, but
possessing ' a gradually ripened conviction that the untrustworthiness
and anarchy of Poland would force Sweden into war.' Extant docu-
ments, however, contain nothing to show that he was resolved for this war
from the first. The common belief that Count Schlippenbach's cynical
remarks to the Great Elector proved as much is an unwarrantable
interpretation of a doubtful story. The generally received account of
Charles's threats to tbe Polish agent, Canasiles, is suspicious. On
the other hand, .the growing anarchy in Poland compelled defensive
measures in Swedish Livonia. Then, since the Polish king still held to
his formal claims against her, Sweden gradually came first to seek
safety at his expense, and finally to embark on a policy of adventure in
his dominions. In December 1654, after long discussions in the council
of state at Stockholm, the resolve was taken which was to prove more
fateful for the invading than for the invaded power. To attack Poland
was substantially the solution of a complicated problem of foreign policy
in which Russia, Denmark, and the Dutch were also factors of importance.
It has been held that this resolve, which was carried by thirteen votes
to four, embodied the necessity of a military state to make war for the
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sake of war. To such a view the author objects that, far from needing
war, Sweden found it hard enough to raise and equip the forces indis-
pensable to her status as a great power. He insists, however, that at
that time no European state could long remain neutral, and that for
Sweden it was impossible to keep up a standing army without using it.
Thus impelled towards war, and towards war with Poland, Charles struck
in 1665 without a distinct object or matured plan. He was therefore
fundamentally weak while he lived, and he could bequeath to his feeble
successors no salutary tradition of policy. Despite all his brilliant deeds,
he failed to do what his country's welfare demanded of the heir of queen
Christina. Such are the main conclusions of a notable essay.

W. F. K.

The leading contributions to the sixth volume of the Danish Historisk
Tidsskri/t (1905-6) deal with subjects of some importance for the history
of Denmark. The seventeenth century is represented in a minute ac-
count, by Captain Knud Eockstroh, of the initial stages in the war of
1657, together with the military operations in the Elbe district down
to the end of September in that year. The other long articles relate
to the nineteenth century, viz. ' The Inclusion of Holstein in Denmark
in 1806,' by Dr. Aage Friis; ' The Abolition of the Oresund Toll,' by
Markus Rubin; and some account, by Julius Clausen, of a society
interested in the freedom of the press, which was founded in 1835. Of
the minor contributions the two most interesting are by Professor
Steenstrup. In one of these, on the right of the Danish kings to whales
and other large fishes, he shows that a supposed fish-name gorlce is due
to a misunderstanding of the word al-gorlce, ' entirely.' The other deals
with the question whether a separate fishing population existed in
Scandinavia in the middle ages, and answers it in the negative.

W. A. C.

The untimely death of Dr. C. E. Wilson has deprived the selection of
•official documents relating to Old Fort William in Bengal (' Indian
Records ' Series. London : John Murray, 190G) of the historical introduc-
tion, which would doubtless have given a description of the official and
social life which clustered round the old fort. The letters themselves,
however, which he lived to edit, present a lively picture of the settlement
from the first foundation of Fort William, towards the close of the seven-
teenth century, till its conversion into a custom house, after the building of
•the new fort. The most interesting letter in the volumes is the account by
Holwell of the Black Hole tragedy. ' Figure to yourself,' he writes,' the
situation of a hundred and forty-six wretches, exhausted by continual
fatigue and action, thus crammed together in a cube of about eighteen
feet in a close, sultry night in Bengal, shut up to the eastward and south-
ward (the only quarters from whence air could reach us) by dead walls, and
by a wall and door to the north, open only to the westward by two
windows, strongly barred with iron, from which we could receive scarce
any the least circulation of fresh air.' The extract is from a private letter
written on 28 February 1757, and is more vivid than the official reports.
A pamphlet on old Fort William, prefixed as an introduction, contains
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